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Miracle in Haifa Shul: ‘Massive Explosion, and No One Was Present – Truly a Miracle'”
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A Hezbollah rocket struck the Avos Ubanim shul near Haifa’s Carmel Center as well as another structure [on Saturday night, November 16th). Yosef Tessler, a Viznitzer chassid residing in Haifa, shared his account with Arutz Sheva – Israel National News, emphasizing that the city had not experienced such a powerful explosion since the outbreak of the conflict.
“There was an alarm. I thought it was another one of the many rocket attacks to which we are unfortunately accustomed. I ran to the safe area, and after a few seconds, four horrific explosions shook the area,” Tesler recounted.
“For a moment, we thought the rocket had struck the building next to me. Everything shook. I rushed outside in panic, and I heard sirens of rescue forces racing towards Carmel. Later we heard that the rockets had struck the ancient Avot Ubanim shul.
“It was a huge miracle. Two hours earlier, worshippers had the traditional Shabbat afternoon meal there. The shul was completely destroyed. I shudder to imagine what could have happened if there were people there. May God protect and save us.”
An update from the IDF confirmed that approximately ten rockets were fired from Lebanon into Israel. “Approximately ten projectiles were identified crossing from Lebanon into Israeli territory. Some of the projectiles were intercepted and fallen projectiles were identified,” an IDF representative stated.
Magen David Adom paramedics transported five individuals who sustained minor injuries while running to their safe areas and also treated a 16-year-old girl suffering from shock, transferring her to Rambam Hospital in Haifa.

Reprinted from the November 16, 2024 website or Matzav.com

Kosher D.C. Restaurant Char Bar 
After Shocking Acts of Vandalism
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Congressman Ritchie Torres and Michael Chelst

Agudath Israel of America recently organized a solidarity event at Char Bar to show support for Washington D.C.’s longtime kosher restaurant after it was vandalized on the 86th anniversary of Kristallnacht. Community leaders who gathered in support of the restaurant were joined by Congressman Ritchie Torres (D-NY), who had publicly condemned the hateful act.
Agudath Israel commended Torres for his prompt response and ongoing commitment to standing against antisemitism. “Since being elected in 2020, Congressman Torres has been one of the loudest voices in Washington D.C. speaking out against antisemitism,” said Rabbi Yossie Charner, director of congressional affairs at Agudath Israel of America. “We are grateful for his support here tonight and for his continued steadfast support of the Jewish community.”
“The past week has certainly been very difficult for us at Char Bar,” said Michael Chelst, the owner of Char Bar. “We are very grateful to Rabbi Yossie Charner of Agudath Israel for organizing this event and to all of those who voiced their support and joined us here tonight.”
Congressman Torres presented a congressional proclamation to the owners of Char Bar condemning the attack. In his remarks he spoke about why he fights against antisemitism saying “I reject the notion that one must be Jewish to combat antisemitism, I reject the notion that one must be black to combat anti-black racism…We are all in this together.”

Reprinted from the November 17, 2024 website of matzav.com

The Beneficial “Merits’ of Sarah

“Sarah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years, and seven years–the years of Sarah’s life.” (23:1) 
Rashi z”l comments: “The word ‘years’ is repeated to indicate that they were all equally good.” 
R’ Yitzchak Klein z”l, Hy”d (rabbi of Kosice, Slovakia; killed in the Holocaust) writes: 
“Our Matriarch Sarah experienced many ups and downs in her life, and she knew times of suffering. Nevertheless, all of her days were equally good. How so?” He explains: The Gemara (Berachot 57b) relates about Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa: 
“Hashem says, ‘The entire world is sustained in the merit of My son Chanina, and My son Chanina is satisfied with a measure of carobs from Erev Shabbat to Erev Shabbat’.” 
Because a Tzaddik is satisfied with little and he does not take more from this world than is necessary to sustain himself, his merit remains for others, who are then sustained in the merit of the Tzaddik’s Mitzvot. 
This is the meaning of the verse (Mishlei 13:25), “A righteous person eats to satisfy his soul, and the stomach of the wicked will lack.” If the Tzaddik eats to satisfy all his desires, then the wicked will go hungry, for no merit will remain to sustain them. 
In the same vein, Sarah considered all of her days to be equally good, despite what we would view as negative experiences, because she knew that her suffering would provide merit to those who had no merit of their own, and her merit would protect them. 
Therefore, in connection with our verse, a Midrash cites the verse (Tehilim 37:18), “Hashem knows the days of the perfect”–i.e., Hashem loves the days of the perfect, for all their days are equal. “Good” and “bad” are considered good because, when Tzaddikim forego living off of, and using up, their own merits, those merits remain as an inheritance for others. (Birkat Avraham)

“Va’yihyu chayei Sarah” / “Sarah’s lifetime was one hundred years, twenty years, and seven years . . .” (23:1) 
R’ Yehoshua ibn Shuiv z”l (Spain; early 14th century) observes: Sarah lived for 37 years after Yitzchak was born, and these were no doubt the happiest years of her life. 
This is alluded to in the verse: “Va’yihyu chayei Sarah,” which could be translated: “Sarah’s lifetime was ‘va’yihyu’.” The gematria of the word “Va’yihyu” (vav-yud-heh-yud-vav) is 37, alluding to the prime years of Sarah’s life. (Derashot R’ Yehoshua ibn Shuiv)

*********************************************************

And Abraham said to Eliezer, the eldest servant of his house who ruled over all he had... "Promise that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of Canaan." (24:2) 
Eliezer's position and importance in Abraham's household is recorded for an important reason. When it came to financial matters, Abraham trusted many people. But when it came to spiritual matters, such as choosing a wife for his righteous son Isaac, Abraham would only send his most faithful servant, and even then Abraham made Eliezer promise to follow his instructions. (Yalkut Hadrush)


Reprinted from the email of R’ Yedidye Hirtenfeld’s Chaye Soro 5785 parsha sheet whY I Matter for the Young Israel of Midwood
Rav Avigdor Miller on
On The Concept of  
 A Sense of Humor
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QUESTION: You said that a person shouldn’t be lightheaded and silly; that we should always have a pleasant but serious demeanor. So, what is the purpose of the sense of humor?
ANSWER: A ‘sense of humor’ you have to know is a gentile expression. There's no such thing in the language of Torah, “a sense of humor”. Now, there is such a thing as milsa debedichusa, something that causes the mind to be happy. 
One of our great teachers, before he began his shiur he first said a milsa d’bedichusa. Now how he did it, it wasn't that he cracked a joke, chas veshalom, like we say. He said something that was a freiliches, to make people happy in order that the minds should open up. Your mind is more receptive to thoughts when it's in a good mood. But then, right away, he settled down b’eimah, with fear, with yirah, and he taught them the shiur with absolute seriousness. 
In the olden days learning Torah was almost like Shemoneh Esrei, you have to know. They learned Torah b’amidah. Later they stopped it, but they still learned with tremedous seriousness. But before he began he had a milsa d’bedichusa to open up the minds of his students. 
Now sometimes we can understand it in the following sense. If somebody makes a mistake, he said something wrong, so instead of ridiculing him which is a very big sin, so you make a joke and say “He meant well.” You can even say a peirush on his mistake; you explain his words or his behavior that it also has a meaning. His wrong words have a meaning, a remez. But that’s only in order to make him feel good. The ideal of having a ‘sense of humor’ however, you have to know we've taken a concept that's outside of Torah.
A girl was telling me she met a certain bochur but she doesn't know if he has a sense of humor or not. I don't know what that means. If he's sameach b’chelko, if he's misameach es habrios, that's good enough. That's a sense of simchah, a sense of living normally. 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu appreciates people who are happy with a good disposition, not misonenim. They don't complain, they’re not grouchy; they have a friendly expression on their face. Absolutely. And that's good enough as far as we're concerned al pi Torah: Seiver panim yafos, sameach bechelko. We have our own expressions and we don't have to borrow expressions from the umos haolam. 

Reprinted from the Parshas Vayeira 5785 email of Toras Avigdor, - September 1996).

Who ruled over all that he had (24:2)
These words refer to Abraham and indicate just how great a person he was. Though Abraham amassed wealth, he did not become like some other wealthy people for whom money becomes the only motivating factor in their lives. Abraham ruled over his possessions, and not the other way around. (Klai Yakar) 

Reprinted from the email of R’ Yedidye Hirtenfeld’s Chaye Soro 5785 parsha sheet whY I Matter for the Young Israel of Midwood


The Importance of the Jew’s
Paying “the Full Price”
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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As we read in this week's Torah portion, Chayei Sarah, after Sarah passed away and Abraham wanted to bury her in the Cave of Machpelah, the sons of Chet offered to give him the land for free. "A mighty prince you are among us," they said, "in the choice of our tombs bury your dead." However, Abraham refused their offer, and insisted on paying "the full price."
As Rashi comments, "the full price" means "its full value." Abraham was adamant about paying the full value of the field in order to completely dissociate it from its former owner, Efron. Had Abraham received it as a gift, Efron would have still retained a certain claim on the land, even though it now officially belonged to Abraham. By paying "the full price" for the Cave of Machpelah, Abraham severed any connection it might have had to its previous owner.
King David did the same thing many years later after he conquered Jerusalem. Jerusalem had been already captured and was under his control, yet David did not wish to receive it as a gift from Aravna. Like Abraham, David insisted on paying "the full price" for the site, in order to possess it in the absolute sense.


The spiritual service of every Jew is to refine and elevate his surroundings, through learning Torah and observing mitzvot, to the point that he becomes the true "owner" of his particular corner of the world. Just as Abraham paid "the full price" for the field he bought from Efron, so too is it necessary for every Jew to pay "the full price" - to expend real effort and exertion - in his service of G-d.
A Jew must never say to himself, "I have been blessed with a good head and many talents. Why should I have to work hard if everything comes to me easily? Even my Evil Inclination isn't so powerful that it has to be fought all that vigilantly."
In the same way that Abraham and David refused to accept what was easy, rejected "gifts" and insisted on paying "the full price," so too must we invest real effort on the spiritual "labor" of Torah and mitzvot. For it only through hard work and a little "elbow grease" that we will truly succeed in refining our surroundings and by extension, the entire world.

Reprinted from the 5762/2001Chayei Sarah edition of L’Chayim, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY Adapted from Volume 10 of Likutei Sichot

How to View the Spiritual Challenges in One’s Life

As a young man, Horav Elazar Koznitzer, zl, asked his uncle, the saintly Saraf of Mogolnitz, Horav Chaim Meir Yechiel Shapiro, zl (early nineteenth century grandson of the Koznitzer Maggid), for a blessing. “What blessing would you like?” he asked. 
“That I should not be challenged with nisyanos (spiritual challenges),” he replied. 
The Saraf countered, “This is not a blessing. One cannot achieve greatness; one cannot rise up ladder of spirituality without first having overcome various trials. I bless you, however, that, when you confront a nisayon, you should be aware that it is only a test. With this in mind, you will merit to withstand life’s trials.” 
An Israeli soldier who had fought in a number of battles and had served with distinction left his base to go on furlough to spend quality time with his family. He grabbed the first minibus that passed by and sat down, closed his eyes and looked forward to a restful weekend. 
Suddenly, he heard the other passengers speaking among themselves in Arabic. He immediately froze with fear with the realization that he had been duped. The passengers on the bus were not Jews, but Palestinians. They were up to no good. As a high-ranking office of Tzahal, he was privy to many high-level secrets, which these terrorists would do anything to extract from him. He knew that he would be in for a traumatic and painful questioning. 
His resolve was as strong as his fear. He would not commit treason and give up any secrets – regardless of the torture to which he would surely be subjected. He would not bring shame on his parents. First and foremost, he was a Jew with a responsibility towards his people. If necessary, he would give up his life, but he would never reveal any information. 
The bus stopped at a far-off campsite, and he was taken off. He was cuffed, dragged off and bound to a chair. It did not take long before the terrorists got down to business. They asked question after question, all to which he did not reply. They became physical with him; yet, his silence continued. To maintain his fortitude, he visualized the damage to national security which the secrets he carried could engender. 
After about an hour of non-stop questioning and threats, they took a break and went out, leaving him alone in the room. He realized that they had not shut the door completely. He eased over to the door to listen to their conversation, to get an idea about what was next. How shocked he was to hear the “Palestinians” speaking among themselves in Ivrit! These were Jewish officers who were testing his ability to withstand pressure and not reveal secret information. 
He decided not to let on that he knew. Thus, when the tribunal of questioners returned, he was ready for them. He was no longer afraid. This was not real. It was only a test to determine his level of commitment: Was he a security risk, or could he achieve the next security level?
This is what the Saraf meant. Realizing that life’s challenges are all a test to determine where we stand with regard to our commitment -- and to avail us the opportunity to manifest our abiding love for Hashem -- is the key to passing life’s challenges successfully.

Reprinted from the Parshas Vayeira 5785 edition of Peninim on the Torah, a project of the Hebrew Academy of Cleveland.

Thoughts that Count for Parshat Chaya Sara

And Sarah died (Gen. 23:2)
At the end of the previous Torah portion, Vayeira, we read, "And Betuel begot Rivka." Commented our Sages: "Before Sarah's sun set, the sun of Rivka began to illuminate." Rivka had to be born before Sarah could pass away. (Midrash HaGadol)

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah (Gen. 23:19)
Till today, Ishmael's descendants claim that the Cave of Machpelah (in Hebron) belongs to them, by virtue of their being the children of Abraham. Among the rejoinders: 1) Ishmael did not have the right of inheritance, as he was the son of a maidservant and not Abraham's wife. 2) Ishmael had no connection to Sarah, so obviously he has no entitlement to a property that was bought as her burial place. 3) In the modern era, the majority of Arabs living in the Middle East are not ethnical descendants of Ishmael. (Likutei Sichot)

Reprinted from the 5762/2001Chayei Sarah edition of L’Chayim

And Abraham was old, and well advanced in age (literally "along in days") (Gen. 24:1)
The physical manifestation of day is associated with light and illumination, as it states, "And G-d called the light day." In other words, Abraham's life was completely illuminated, as he did not squander any light of even one day of his existence. (Chidushei HaRim)

And Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the evening time ("lifnot arev") (Gen. 24:63)
As Rashi explains, "meditating" denotes prayer. If the vowels under the words "lifnot arev" are changed slightly, the Hebrew reads "lefanot areiv," literally "to remove sweetness." Isaac prayed to G-d to remove from his heart the desire for gratification from the physical world, which is perceived as sweet. (Ma'ayanot HaNetzach)

The word for meditation, "siach," also means bush or shrub. Isaac's prayer incorporated and included within it all the plants and vegetation of the field.
(Rabbi Nachman of Breslov)

Reprinted from the 5762/2001Chayei Sarah edition of L’Chayim, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY

Jew Hunting: When My Grandmother Marched In Gestapo Headquarters
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by Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

Seeing the images of the pogrom in Amsterdam, I’ve been thinking of my courageous grandmother who marched in Gestapo headquarters and stood up to the Nazis.

After spreading a call to “hunt Jews” in a premeditated attack, Arab gangs chased, beat, and indeed hunted Jews in the streets of Amsterdam.  Some were rammed with cars, others kicked and spit on, still others forced to jump into freezing rivers to escape.
The pogrom in Amsterdam, which took place two days before the anniversary of Kristallnacht, was a harsh and painful reminder that the more things change, the more they say the same.
The same country in which Anne Frank was forced to hide and that failed to protect or hold perpetrators accountable then, once again had Jews hiding and left unprotected.
Eighty-six years after the night of broken glass, Jews in Europe were once again abandoned and unprotected, forcing some to again try protect themselves by crying out, “I’m not Jewish.”  The same country in which Anne Frank was forced to hide and that failed to protect or hold perpetrators accountable then, once again had Jews hiding and left unprotected.  
Nearly nine decades after Anne Frank, the media continues to downplay Jew hatred with the New York Times, Reuters, and the Associated Press describing the incident as “violence tied to a soccer game.”  Now, as then, Jews are made to feel alone, isolated, needing the courage to take care of ourselves.

Confronting the Gestapo
While Kristallnacht is probably the most famous day of rage against the Jews of Europe in the 1930’s, it wasn’t the first and was far from an isolated event.  My grandfather operated a stand selling women’s garments in the outdoor Spandau market in Berlin, Germany. One day, Nazis attacked the market, destroying his merchandise and beating him.  My grandparents were living in Germany but my grandfather was a Polish national.  
The Nazis passed a cruel law expelling all those living in Germany who were not German nationals.  He and his father-in-law had Polish passports, but Poland wasn’t letting anyone in, leaving them deported to “no man’s land,” along the border between Poland and Germany.  He had family who had immigrated to America who agreed to sponsor him and his family, but my grandfather was still waiting for the papers to arrive that would allow them to emigrate to America.
In the meantime, my grandmother moved in with her mother in Berlin, helping them run the family clothing business.  On November 9, 1938, Herschel Grynszpan, a 17-year-old German-born Polish Jew living in Paris, assassinated a German diplomat, Enst vom Rath.  This set off one of the worst pogroms in our history, a “night of broken glass,” with rioters destroying 267 shuls throughout Germany, Austria, and the Sudetenland. Seven thousand Jewish businesses were damaged or destroyed and 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and sent to concentration camps.
My grandmother’s maiden name was Grynszpan and she was therefore immediately arrested along with her baby and mother. They were interrogated until it could be ascertained that she was not related to the perpetrator. They were released but shaken from the experience.
Finally, the papers from the family in America arrived but my grandfather was still in No Man’s Land.  Only the Gestapo could give the approval for him to return so they could emigrate as a family. Against all odds, my grandmother was determined to save her family. She identified the office she needed to visit and the Gestapo officer who could stamp the required papers. She ran around the block several times until she was out of breath and she pinched her own checks until they were bright red.
She pushed her way into his office and with all 4 foot 10 inches of her being, brazenly pled with the officer to stamp the paper.
She rushed past the guard at Gestapo Headquarters saying she was late for an important meeting and ran up the stairs to his office, pretending to have an appointment. She pushed her way into his office and with all 4 foot 10 inches of her being, pled with the officer to stamp the paper, bring her husband home and allow them to emigrate with their baby to America.
Not surprisingly, he refused. She walked over to the window and pointed out towards a bridge over a river. She said, “If you don’t stamp the papers, you will have to look out this window and watch me jump off the bridge with my baby, killing ourselves, as there is no point to living if my husband doesn’t come home.”
That moment could have gone several ways and could have easily cost her her life, but the otherwise cruel officer was caught off guard by the courage, brazenness and chutzpah of this tiny woman and he stamped the papers, enabling them to sail on the SS Manhattan in April 1939. 
The parents and siblings (other than one brother who had already moved to Palestine) they left behind were all murdered in the Holocaust; I carry the names of two of my grandfather’s brothers, Efraim and Chaim.
Grateful to have escaped with their child but traumatized by what they had been through, my grandparents didn’t intend on having any more children. But after settling in Jersey City, one night my grandmother heard her daughter looking out the window praying to G-d for a sibling. He answered her prayer and my father was born.

She’s the Reason I Am Here
Of course, countless victims of the Holocaust didn’t have the opportunity to advocate for themselves and their family and countless others were brutally murdered for trying. But after seeing the images out of Amsterdam this week, I was thinking about my grandmother, Rose Goldberg ob”m, her bravery, conviction, tenacity and boldness. She was determined and stubborn. She was courageous and daring. She didn’t relinquish her fate or future to others, she was resolute in protecting and securing herself and her family. She is the reason I am here.
Fast forward to today. I am the only one of her grandchildren who doesn’t yet live in Israel. Her great-grandchildren, armed with her courage, conviction and resolve, have been among those heroically serving in the IDF, fighting in Gaza and defending our people.
Much of what happened in Amsterdam parallels our past but there is a fundamental and glaring difference. This time, the Jews abandoned by the Dutch government were not alone.  IDF International Spokesperson Lieutenant Colonel Nadav Shoshani announced: “The targeted attacks against Jews and Israelis in Amsterdam tonight are horrific and barbaric. The images of the violence toward Jewish people in Europe are a painful reminder of our history. The IDF has an historic duty of protecting our people, wherever they are. We are preparing to deploy a mission to rescue Israelis from Amsterdam.”
Indeed, two rescue planes, funded by El Al, went to Amsterdam to bring home to Israel those who were targeted, attacked, and forced into hiding. Jews around the world are not alone, never abandoned, or on our own. We are living in miraculous times in which G-d has granted us a country, one of the strongest and smartest militaries in the world, and an indomitable will to ensure “Never Again” truly means never again.
Our people’s existence is due to strong-willed, courageous people who didn’t surrender to circumstance or cower to enemies.
With G-d’s help, our people’s existence is due to strong-willed, courageous people who didn’t surrender to circumstance or cower to enemies. Abraham went to war against powerful kings to liberate his nephew. Moses took on the Egyptian empire with demanding that its leader Pharaoh let his people go. What if the Maccabees had considered the odds and facts on the ground and never revolted against the Greek oppressors?  
What if Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai simply observed the power of Vespasian and never asked for Yavneh and its sages?  What if in 1948 and 1967 the brave men and women of Israel had truly accepted the impossible chances of overcoming the many nations, people, and resources that sought to obliterate them?
The past 13 months have taught us that the world respects us and fears us when we show strength, might and Jewish pride, not when we cower, apologize, or take orders from others.
Don’t hide your Jewishness. Don’t cower or live in fear. Be responsible but be a proud and practicing Jew.
Let antisemites pay a price and face legal consequences for attacking a Jew. Instead of our fearing them, let them fear us.

Reprinted from the November 13, 2024 website of aish.com
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